
Abstract:   In   a   period   of   globalization,   consumers   concerns   have   been   growing   and  many   initiatives   for  
promoting   sustainable   and   localised   food   systems  have   emerged.   These   initiatives,   occurring   all   over   the  
world,   advocate   the   importance   of   linking   territory,   culture   and   food,   and   of   promoting   food   quality   and  
sustainable  consumption.   In   this   context,  quality  construction  processes  became   important:   they  not  only  
create  opportunities  for  interaction  among  producers,  consumers  and  others  food  chain  actors,  but  also  pave  
the  way  for  debate,  conflict  and  negotiation.  For  instance,  a  debate  about  quality  itself  leads  to  a  discussion  
of  traditional  food  practices,  the  relationship  between  quality  and  territorial  identity,  current  and  alternative  
certification   frameworks   and   procedures,   and   the   impact   of   the   search   for   food   quality   practices   on   rural  
development.   The   session   invites   papers   at   both   the   theoretical   (theories   and   concepts   for   analysing  
localised   food   systems   and   conflicts   over   quality   construction)   and   practical   level   (case   studies   exploring  
approaches   in   different   socio-cultural,   economic   and   institutional   contexts).   In   particular,   papers   with   an  
interdisciplinary  perspective  and  looking  at  European  and  Latin  American  countries  are  welcome.    
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Please  send  (until  January  15,  2012)  a  brief  abstract  (150  words)  by  clicking  on  the  submission  form.  Note  
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